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Abstract

Diary kept by Corporal James M. Chidester, Co. A, 3rd Regiment, Virginia Volunteer Infantry, during his
service in the Civil War, 1861-1864. Contains day by day accounts of the marches and battles in which he
participated, descriptions of camp life and general conditions for Union soldiers. His company was active
throughout West Virginia, Western Maryland and the Northern Virginia and District Columbia area. He
participated in battles at Romney, Cedar Mountain, Manassas Junction, Janelew, Hedgesville, Martinsburg,
Bull Run, and White Sulphur Springs. At White Sulphur Springs in 1863 he was wounded and taken prisoner
by the Confederate Army and transferred to Richmond, Virginia. He remained in Richmond for about one
month, then was traded for Confederate prisoners and sent to Annapolis Hospital at the U.S. Naval Academy,
and later discharged, March 1, 1864. The final page of the diary are a memoir of Chidester's life after the war
as a teacher and storekeeper in Preston County, West Virginia, where he served as assessor and deputy
sheriff for many years. There are also some accounts, a record of letters sent and received while in the
hospital in Annapolis, and lists of books read while in Annapolis.
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