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Language
English
Abstract
The West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey, or WVGES, was established in 1897 by the West Virginia
state legislature, and has published numerous maps, bulletins, and guides related to the state's geological
and physical resources. Records are grouped into three primary series: Letter Books, 1898-1930;
Correspondence, 1923-1949; and WVU Department of Geology Materials, 1919-1927. Letter books date from
1898 to 1930 and are arranged in chronological order. Topics include foundries, natural gas, railroads, the
geological survey, the coal, lumber, and glass industries, supplies, World War I war production, and Dr. Israel
C. White. Correspondence from 1923 to 1949 is arranged in chronological order by year and then in
alphabetical order by correspondent. Topics include the U.S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, soils, surveys, topographic maps, and electric power. Materials from the WVU Department of
Geography include financial papers (bills, salaries, field expenses) from 1919 to 1929 and departmental
correspondence from 1921 to 1926. This correspondence is arranged in alphabetical order.
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Biographical / Historical
The West Virginia Geological Survey, now the West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey, or WVGES, was
established in 1897 by an act of the state legislature in order to investigate the state's geological and
physical resources. When the WVGES was formed, Dr. Israel C. White, who had previously served as the head
of the WVU Department of Geology, was appointed the state geologist. The offices of the WVGES and the
geology department were both housed in Clark Hall and then the Mineral Industries Building (now White Hall)
from the early 1900s to the late 1970s, and the two organizations had a close relationship.
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