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Abstract

Manuscript diary of David R. Preston, Presbyterian minister and missionary assigned to Pensacola, Florida,
and St. Charles, Missouri, 1828-1829, containing information on the number of missionaries and regularly
assigned ministers of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopal churches in the areas, the number of church
services held, attendance and interest of the congregations, organization of Bible classes, and Sunday
schools. Preston also preached to black congregations and comments on their attendance and attitude.
There is comment on the Roman Catholic Church, its activities, means to combat its influence, and its social
and business life. Preston also held services in the Escambia River area of Alabama. Names of people living
in the areas are given as well as descriptions of land and business enterprises, and opinions concerning
future settlement and economic development. The names of U.S. Navy ships in the Pensacola harbor are
mentioned with comments on the officers, condition of the ships, and discipline maintained. Conditions and
cost of travel by stage and boat are commented on with accounts of Preston's journeys from Philadelphia to
Pensacola, and from Pensacola to St. Charles.
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