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Abstract
Surveyor's compass from the collection of Charles R. Nuzum, late of Cumberland, Maryland. Includes brass
compass, two sight vanes, and wooden mount. The compass was made by "F.W. and R. King"; the maker's
mark is visible on the compass face. Frederick W. and Richard King operated as makers of mathematical and
nautical instruments between the years of 1851 and 1875 in Baltimore, Maryland.
Extent
0.3 Linear Feet Summary: 4 in. (flat storage box, 4 in. x 11 3/4 in. x 18 in.)
Physical Location
West Virginia and Regional History Center / West Virginia University / 1549 University Avenue / P.O. Box 6069
/ Morgantown, WV 26506-6069 / Phone: 304-293-3536 / URL: https://wvrhc.lib.wvu.edu/
Repository
West Virginia and Regional History Center
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Conditions Governing Use
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Preferred Citation
[Description and date of item], [Box/folder number], Charles R. Nuzum, Collector, Surveyor's Compass, A&M
3783, West Virginia and Regional History Center, West Virginia University Libraries, Morgantown, West
Virginia.

Biographical / Historical
"Frederick W. King was born in London, England in 1821. He came to America in 1830 and died in Baltimore,
Maryland in 1889. Richard King was born in London in 1823 and died in Baltimore in 1905. The New York City
Directory of 1849-50 lists F.W. and R. King mathematical instrument makers at 13 Nassau. The Baltimore,
Maryland Directories from 1851 to 1852 list F.W. and R. King mathematical and nautical instrument makers
as successors to James Green. They are listed through 1875."
Reference: Smart, Charles E. The Makers Of Surveying Instruments In America Since 1700. Troy, New York:
Regal Art Press, 1962.
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