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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Purchase.
Processing Information:
Accessioned and minimally processed in March 2010 by Ute Schechter, Warren E. Burger Archivist.
Preferred Citation:
Keystone League of Christian Endeavor of Mount Rock United Evangelical Church (Mount Rock, Pa.) Minute
Book, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Historical Note:
The Keystone League was founded as part of a broader effort of youth ministry in the United States. It was
associated with the Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor, but was a separate entity under the
direction of its own church leadership. The membership was composed of youths, those under 12 years of
age holding associate and junior members, while older members held voting rights and were active in official
capacities. The society encourages good Christian lifestyles which included a vow to read the Bible and pray
every day, temperance, charitable works, and participation in church services, worship, prayer meetings,
and Sunday school. In fact, part of the membership pledge involves a promise to involve oneself in singing
during worship. Ottis Albright, secretary for second half of the minute book was the younger cousin of Jacob
Albright, founder of the Evangelical Association.
Further information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research
Center Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Keystone_League_of_Christian_Endeavor.

Scope and Contents
Articles of Association, member list and meeting minutes, 1890,  of the Mount Rock chapter of the Keystone
League of Christian Endeavor, at Mount Rock, Franklin County, Pennsylvania.
The following description was provided by the seller:
"The group was organized by Rev. C. F. Garret, pastor of the Mount Rock congregation of the Evangelical
Association which became the United Evangelical Church."

http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Keystone_League_of_Christian_Endeavor


"Included are full details about the group's first meeting on May 6, 1894. That meeting was officiated by
Pastor C. F. Garret.  Also involved in that meeting were two church members from nearby Mount Holly
Springs, in Cumberland County: Brother Wollet and J. E. Newcomer. In the second half of this book, the
minutes are taken by recording secretary Ottis Albright."
"The volume also lists the officers of this group.  The first officers were President William H. Lehmon,
Vicepresident George Finkenbinder, Recording Secretary H. O. Hefflefinger, Corresponding Secretary Mrs.
David Cooper, Treasurer E. M. Handshew, Committees Emma Sprout, etc.  The book also lists succeeding
officers, who followed these first officers in later years."
"Also included is information about the group's various committees: Sunday school committee, Prayer
meeting committee, Church flowers committee, Missionary committee, Temperance committee, etc."
For more detailed information, also provided by the seller, see folder link below.

Keywords
Minute books
Pennsylvania--Religious life and customs--19th century
Protestant churches--History--19th century--Sources

Custodial History:
Seller purchased book for a Carlisle, Pa. antique dealer.

Description of Subordinate Components
Minute Book
Unit ID id68200
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/98041
Unit Date 1890
Mixed Materials Small Collections Box 60 (Box)
Container 1 (folder)
Scope and Contents
Scope and Contents The following description was provided by the seller: "15 pages: The hand-written
constitution and bylaws of the Christian Endeavor group: Details about the goals, motto, relation to the
church, membership, officers, departments, pledge, prayer meetings, elections, officers' duties, business
rules etc. ... 25 pages: A list of names of the members of this Christian Endeavor Society at the Mount Rock
Evangelical church. Names include: Annie M. Fortney, Annie Hippensteel, H. W. Sheaffer, Maggie Cooper,
Tillie A. Finkenbinder, William H. Lehman Sr., George H. Finkenbinder, J. Jerome Shearer, William A. Throne,
John P. Shearer, John Thrush, John Commerer, Samuel Thrush, E. M. Handshew, Charles A. Hippensteel,
George M. Helman, George W. Wolfe, Daniel A. March, Mary E. Wagner, John A. Orris, Anna B. Shearer,
Sadie A. Hippensteel, Emma S. Shearer, Ada C. Handshew, Emma C. Sprout, Isaiah Myers, Viola Myers,
Edward Hippensteel, Bessie A. M. Sheaffer, Joseph C. Duffy, David Hippensteel, Myra Minnich, May
Hefflefinger, John E. Hefflefinger, etc. etc. Includes information about associate members, and members
who left, and why they left. .... 30 pages: Detailed minutes of the meetings of the Christian Endeavor
Society at the Mount Rock Evangelical church: Beginning with the first meeting on May 6, 1894 until
December 5, 1897. Full details of the transaction during the meetings. ... 2 pages: Lists of officers elected
in 1897." The following information on the church and youth organization was also provided by the seller
and has not been verified: "The Church of the Evangelical Association in Mount Rock, PA: This Protestant
church group, the Evangelical Association, was organized in the U. S. in 1807 with the leadership of
Pennsylvania German evangelist Jacob Albright, who was born near Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Albright had
been influenced by the Methodist and Wesleyan outreach in rural Pennsylvania. Albright's followers were
called the "Dutch Methodists", and later adopted the name Evangelische Gemeinschatt (Evangelical
Association.) Lather they became the Evangelical Church. In 1946 they merged with the United Brethren in
Christ to become the United Evangelical Brethren in Christ. The also merged later with the Methodists. The
Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor: The Young People's Society of Christian Endeavour was
founded in Portland, Maine, in 1881. It is a nondenominational youth ministry group, and is considered the
origin of modern youth ministry. Its founder was Francis Edward Clark of the Williston Congregational
Church. The group's goal was "to promote an earnest Christian life among its members, to increase their
mutual acquaintanceship, and to make them more useful in the service of God." The organization soon
became a world movement, with international conventions. By 1906 there were 67,000 youth-led Christian



Endeavor societies worldwide, with four million members. In 1887, Francis E. Clark was elected president of
the United Society, and in 1895 he was chosen as the World President of the Christian Endeavor Union,
followed by Daniel A. Poling. World Conventions were held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1937 and 1951.
The organization's world headquarters moved from Boston, Massachusetts, to Columbus, Ohio, in 1952.
Christian Endeavor International continues today, based in Edmore, Michigan, and operates in 80
countries. The CEO is Timothy Eldred."
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