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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use
Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Curator
of Manuscripts and Rare Books, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Donor unidentified.
Preferred Citation
Thomas Lee Heacox funeral program, Special Collections Research Center, William & Mary Libraries

Biographical / Historical
Thomas Lee Heacox was a professor of the College of William & Mary English Deptartment. Heacox created
and taught a course titled "Literature and the Formation of Homosexuality" in the 1970s, becoming an early
public proponent of the LGBTQIA+ community. He was born in 1943; in 1965, he earned a Bachelor's Degree
from Penn State, and later earned a Master's and PhD from Johns Hopkins University in 1967 and 1975
respectively. Heacox joined the faculty at William & Mary in 1970, with his tenure lasting until 2014, after
which he continued as emeritus faculty until his death. He was awarded the Phi Beta Kappa Excellence in
Teaching Award in 2000 and the Thomas Graves Award for Sustained Excellence in Teaching in 2009. He
died 4 April 2024 in Williamsburg, VA.

Content Description
One bifold program for the funeral service of Thomas Lee Heacox. The front of the program displays
Heacox's name and dates of life, a photograph of Heacox, and the venue and date of the funeral. Inside the
program is a poem by Heacox and the event programming for the funeral. The back of the program displays
an excerpt from Heacox's death announcement.
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