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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Purchase. 1984-28A purchased and received on 6/19/1984.
Preferred Citation:
John Jenkins Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
John H. B. Jenkins of the 40th New York Infantry. Further information about this individual or organization
may be available in the Special Collections Research Center Wiki:
http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/John_H._B._Jenkins.

Scope and Contents
Letters, 1862 March 16-June 5, of John H. B. Jenkins (of the 40th New York Infantry) to Mary A. Benjamin,
Smyrna, Del., describing camp life and the progress of the war especially in the battle of Fair Oaks and
conditions in Hampton, Va.
3 items.
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Description of Subordinate Components
Papers
Unit ID id4405
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/69397
Unit Date 1862
Mixed Materials Small Collections Box 74 (Box)
Container 1 (folder)
Scope and Contents
5 June 1862. John [Jenkins], "Camp at Fair Oaks," [Va.], to Mary A. Benjamin, Smyrna, Del. Particularly
detailed account of the Battle of Fair Oaks, including wounded/killed information, troop movements, and a
small sketch showing troop placement; tells of a Col. Riley being dismissed due to drunkeness in public.
[Letter written on letterhead showing the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., with the slogan printed "The
House that Uncle Sam Built."] 8 pp. ALS. 16 March 1862. J[ohn] H.B. Jenkins, Camp Sedgwick, Virginia, to
Mary A. Benjamin, "care of John Lewis Jenkins," Smyrna, Del. Tells of preparations to march to Manassas
Junction; however, plans were changed to a secret naval expedition, destination probably New Orleans; 32
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steamers are at Alexandria, Va., awaiting his troops* arrival. 2 pp. ALS. Including ALS, 22 March [1862],
from J.H.B. Jenkins, Old Point Comfort, Va., "Near Fortress Monroe," to Mary A. Benjamin, Smyrna, Del.,
giving details of sail thus far; describes "tented d'abri" they are sleeping in; tells of scarcity of supplies,
including tobacco, soap, fresh water, and stamps; traveled to Hampton, describing "the village" being
burnt and ravaged, with the "church ... burnt down and tombs broken open"; has been eating mussels;
anxious to see her; is in the "3d Corps d'armee," with McClellan leading. 3 pp.


	Jenkins, John Papers
	Title Statement
	Publication Statement
	Profile Description
	Descriptive Summary
	Administrative Information
	Biographical Information:
	Scope and Contents
	Keywords
	Description of Subordinate Components


