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Conditions Governing Access:

Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no

responsibility.

Conditions Governing Use:

Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.

Preferred Citation:
Clayton Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:

Born in Lancashire in 1657. M. A. Oxford. Rector of James City (Va.) Parish, 1684-1686. Made scientific
observations. Returned to England. Fellow of Royal Society. Dean of Kildare. Died 1725.

Information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research Center
Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/John_Clayton.

Scope and Contents

Copies of letters written by John Clayton author of Latin text Flora Virginica, exhibens plantas (Lugduni
Batavorum, 1762), to Carl von Linne [Carolus Linnaeus] concerning Linnaeus' published works, seeds,

Gmelin's Flora Siberica, and Clayton's election to the Swedish Royal Academy of Science; and to [John]
Bartram concerning seeds, and a trip by Bartram to Florida.

Related Materials:

English translation of letter to Linnaeus in Edmund Berkeley and Dorothy Smith Berkeley, John Clayton,
Pioneer of American Botany (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 1963), pp. 105-106. Letter to Linnaeus
published in William and Mary Quarterly, Ser. 2, Vol. IV, pp. 246-248. Letter to Bartram published in William
and Mary Quarterly, Ser. 2, Vol. VI, p. 325.

Keywords

Photostats

History of science--Colonial period
Naturalists--Sweden
Naturalists--United States

Electronic Format:

Negative photostats Philadelphia, Pa.: Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 25 cm.
Description of Subordinate Components

Negative Photostats

Unit ID id3945

Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/55626
Unit Date 1748, 1765

Mixed Materials Manuscripts Group 2 Box 5 (Box)
Container 1 (folder)

Scope and Contents


http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/John_Clayton

Letter from John Clayton to D. Carol Linnaeus. 10 Oct. 1748. (in Latin) Photostatic copy. Also a photostat of
a copy of the original letter. A letter from John Clayton to [John] Bartram. 22 May 1765. Photostatic copy.
Also a note concerning John Clayton by Dr. Earl G. Swem: John Clayton, an eminent botanist, was
president, in 1773, of the Virginia Society for Promoting Useful Knowledge. This society held its sessions at

the capitol in Williamsburg, Virginia.
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