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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access:

Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.

Conditions Governing Use:

Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.

Acquisition Information:

Purchase.

Preferred Citation:

William H. Chapman Memoir, Special Collections Research Center, Earl Gregg Swem Library, College of
William and Mary.

Biographical Information:

William H. Chapman was born 19 April 1797 in Alleghany County, Md. near Cumberland. He was trained as a
carpenter. Chapman became a Methodist circuit rider. He died 24 April 1828.

Scope and Contents

Memoir, "The Birth, Education, Conviction and Conversion of William H. Chapman Up to His Entering the
Traveling Connection, etc." written in 1824. Gives an account of his childhood, his training as a carpenter,
but mostly concerns his conversion to Methodism and his ordination as a circuit rider for the Methodist
Church. He discusses the religious nature of his parents and the conversions of his sisters.

Methodist ministers mentioned include James Hendrickson, J. J. Jacobs, William Monroe, S. P. Z. Galaspie,
James McCan, Samuel Kenerly, James Taylor, Richard Armstrong, A. Pool, E. Matthews, B. Barry, William
Beeks and Louis M. Fechtig.

Chapman served the Lewis Circuit (Lewis and Nicholas counties, West Virginia), Harrison Circuit (Harrison
County, W. Va.), a circuit around Morgantown, W. Va. and the Baltimore and Montgomery circuits in
Maryland. Other Methodists are mentioned.

Keywords

West Virginia--History--19th century
Methodist Church--Virginia--Clergy--History--19th century.
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