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Biographical Information:

Francis Henney Smith was born 18 October 1812, the son of Francis Smith and Ann Marsden Smith, of
Norfolk, Virginia. He graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1833. He served as professor of
mathematics at Hampden-Sydney College. In 1839, he became principal professor and after 1840,
superintendant of Virginia Military Institute, a position he held until 1889. Smith died in 1890.
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Letter from Francis H. Smith at the University of Virginia [Charlottesville, Virginia] to R.G.H. Kean. Declines
the invitation to come and lecture in Lynchburg, Virginia, and states that the Board [of Visitors] is making
magnificent provisions for my department and "that the Era of makeshift [is] to be at an end."
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