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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
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staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
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responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
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Preferred Citation:
Francis H. Smith Letter to R.G. H. Kean, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of
William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
Francis Henney Smith was born 18 October 1812, the son of Francis Smith and Ann Marsden Smith, of
Norfolk, Va. He graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1833. He served as professor of
mathematics at Hampden-Sydney College. In 1839, he became principal professor and after 1840,
superintendant of Virginia Military Institute, a position he held until 1889. Smith died in 1890. Further
information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research Center
Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Francis_Henney_Smith.

Scope and Contents
Letter from Francis H. Smith at the University of Virginia [Charlottesville, Virginia] to R.G. H. Kean.  Declines
the invitation to come and lecture in Lynchburg [Va.]  and states that the Board [of Visitors] is making
magnificent provisions for my department and "that the Era of makeshift [is] to be at an end."
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