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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission
must be obtained from the Manuscripts and Rare Books Librarian, and the holder of the copyright, if not
Swem Library. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with sensitive or
confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and regulations, such as
the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom of Information Act
(Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to, educational, medical,
and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a staff member
immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living individual may have
legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Purchase
Preferred Citation:
James Davy Proctor Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Administrative History:
James Davy Proctor was born on May 22, 1853 in Halifax, Yorkshire, England. He was the son of James and
Jane Proctor. Proctor immigrated to the United States in 1874, eventually making his way to Virginia by
1875. He married Virginia native, Francis Wilson in 1880. Proctor died on June 29, 1890 and is buried in
Petersburg, Va.

Scope and Contents
This collection contains letters to James Davy Proctor, an English immigrant living in Virginia, written by his
family and friends back home. The later letters were written to Proctor's wife, Louisa Frances "Fannie"
Wilson. The incoming letters to Proctor were written mainly by his sisters Harriet and Sarah, his father James,
and his Aunt Elizabeth. Other correspondents include Maud M. Rogers, Alice Jane Rodgers, and Jack
Phillips.The letters inquire about Proctor's whereabouts, his health, and his prospects in the United States
and also share news from back home.
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