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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Purchase.
Preferred Citation:
Francis Henney Smith Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and
Mary.

Biographical Information:
Francis Henney Smith was born October 18, 1812, the son of Francis Smith and Ann Marsden Smith, of
Norfolk, Va. He graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1833. He served as professor of
mathematics at Hampden-Sydney College. In 1839, he became principal professor and after 1840,
superintendant of Virginia Military Institute, a position he held until 1889. Smith died in 1890.

Scope and Contents
Two letters written by Francis H. Smith. The first letter, September 6, 1860, to James T. Ames, concerns
Armory, "model musket," and swords. The second letter, March 7, 1888, concerns his resignation as
superintendent of Virginia Military Institute in 1886 which was withdrawn and an investigation into his period
of service by the Virginia General Assembly. Both letters include a typescript copy.

Related Materials:
See Bradford Alexander Wineman, "Francis H. Smith: Architect of antebellum Southern military schools and
educational reform," PhD Dissertation, Texas A&M University, 2006.
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