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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
MS 00457
Unit ID
/repositories/2/resources/10134
Unit Date
1882 to 1951
Language
English
Extent
1 Linear Feet Two full legal size Hollinger boxes.
Condition Description
Correspondence and letters in good condition, with some tears and wrinkles.
Repository
Special Collections Research Center

Administrative Information

https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections


Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use
Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Curator
of Manuscripts and Rare Books, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased with the Molly Elliot Seawell Endowment.
Preferred Citation
Martha Webb Purcell and Anna Brooke Purcell papers, Special Collections Research Center, William & Mary
Libraries.

Content Description
This collection consists of correspondence and travel journals created by sisters Martha Webb Purcell and
Anna Brooke Purcell, between 1882 and 1951. The majority of the correspondence in the collection
documents various trips around Europe that Martha and Anna took between 1914 and 1937, during which
the sisters witnessed the outbreak of World War I (WWI) in 1914, the stock market crash of 1929, and the
buildup to World War II (WWII) in 1937. Later letters were sent to the sisters from their cousins in Ireland
from 1938 to 1954, documenting life in Europe during and after WWII. The collection also includes seven
travel journals written by Anna Purcell. The journals contain daily notes about her travels, including the
places she visited, her expenses, and meals.

Keywords
World War I
World War II
Europe -- Description and travel
Europe--Description and travel--20th century
Single women
Women travelers--Diaries
Great Depression
Letters (correspondence)
Women--Virginia--History
Women--Travel
Voyages and travels--Personal narratives
England--Description and travel--20th century
France--Description and travel--20th century
Germany -- Description and travel -- 20th century
Netherlands--Description and travel--20th century

General
William & Mary Libraries' archival, digital and physical collections may contain content with harmful
language or difficult subject matters. We strive for transparency in making these materials available for
teaching and research, but we do not endorse the attitudes, prejudices or behaviors found within them.
William & Mary Libraries' perspective on harmful content and language aligns with the U.S. National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) and university libraries around
the world.

Arrangement



The Martha Webb Purcell and Anna Brooke Purcell papers are arranged into two series: I. Martha Webb
Purcell and Anna Brooke Purcell correspondence and II. Anna Brooke Purcell travel journals.

Description of Subordinate Components
Series I. Correspondence
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669042
Unit Date 1882-1954

Correspondence to Martha Webb Purcell and Louise Purcell
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669044
Unit Date 1882-1901
Mixed materials 1 (box)
Container 1 (Folder)

Correspondence of Martha Webb Purcell
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669047
Unit Date 1902-1914
Mixed materials 1 (box)
Container 2 (Folder)

Correspondence from Anna Brooke and Martha Webb Purcell
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669049
Unit Date 1914
Mixed materials 1 (box)
Container 3 (Folder)

Correspondence and Itineraries from Anna Brooke and Martha Webb Purcell
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669051
Unit Date 1902-1937
Mixed materials 1 (box)
Container 4 (Folder)

Correspondence to Anna Brooke and Martha Webb Purcell
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669052
Unit Date 1938-1954
Mixed materials 1 (box)
Container 5 (Folder)

Series II. Travel Journals
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669054
Unit Date 1914-1929

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669056
Unit Date 1914
Mixed materials 2 (box)
Container 6 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669058



Unit Date 1923
Mixed materials 2 (box)
Container 7 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669059
Unit Date 1925
Mixed materials 2 (box)
Container 8 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669060
Unit Date 1927
Mixed materials 2 (box)
Container 9 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669061
Unit Date 1929
Mixed materials 2 (box)
Container 10 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669062
Unit Date 1936
Mixed materials 3 (box)
Container 11 (Folder)

Anna Brooke Purcell European Travel Journal
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/669063
Unit Date 1937
Mixed materials 3 (box)
Container 12 (Folder)
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