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Biographical / Historical

Julian Bond was born in Nashville, Tennessee on January 14, 1940, to educator, Dr. Horace Mann Bond and
his wife, librarian Julia Washington Bond, who had traveled there from central Georgia to have her child. In
1940, Dr. Bond was president of Fort Valley State College, a Black institution in central Georgia. Julian Bond
attended primary school at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, where his father served as President, from 1945
until 1957, when Dr. Bond became dean of the School of Education at Atlanta University. His paternal
grandparents were James Bond (1863-1929) born in Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, and Jane Alice Browne (1865-
1938), born in Prince George County, Maryland. He graduated in June 1957 from the George School, a co-
educational Quaker preparatory school located in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and entered Morehouse
College in Atlanta in the fall. While in Atlanta, Bond founded founded the Committee on Appeal for Human
Rights (COAHR), the Atlanta University Center student organization that coordinated student protests against
segregation in Atlanta for three years. In the summer of 1960, he also joined the staff of a new Atlanta
weekly newspaper, The Atlanta Inquirer as a reporter and feature writer. In January 1961, Julian Bond left
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Morehouse to become the Communications and Publicity Director for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), which was organized in 1960 at a conference of sit-in students on the campus of Atlanta
University. He held that position until September 1966, traveling to Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and
Arkansas to help with civil rights drives and voter registration campaigns. He served in Georgia's House of
Representatives, Atlanta's 111th District, from 1966-1975 and in the Georgia State Senate from 1975-1987.
Bond was first elected to a seat created by reapportionment in the Georgia House of Representatives in 1965
but was prevented from taking office in January 1966 by members of the Georgia legislature objecting to his
statements about the Vietnam War. After winning a second election in February 1966, a special House
Committee again voted to bar him from office. Bond won a third election in November 1966, and in
December the United States Supreme Court ruled that the Georgia House erred in not allowing him to take
his seat in the legislature. On January 9, 1967, he was finally allowed to take the oath of office as a member
of the Georgia House of Representative. In 1968, Bond was Co-Chairman of the Georgia Loyal National
Delegation to the Democratic Convention. The Loyalists were successful in unseating the hand-picked
regulars and Bond was even nominated as the Democratic Party's first black candidate for Vice-President of
the United States, but he was too young to serve. He also considered his own campaign for President in
1975-1976, taking preliminary steps to run for office. More recently, he has taught popular Civil Rights
history courses at American University (beginning in 1991) and the University of Virginia (beginning in 1990)
and served as Chairman of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) from
February 1998 until the present. Bond has served on many national boards and committees, including
serving as the first president of the Southern Poverty Law Center in 1971 and continuing as President
Emeritus; President of the Atlanta NAACP from 1978-1989; and President and Founder of the Southern
Elections Fund (SEF), among many others.

Content Description

This addition to MSS 13347 Julian Bond papers contains lecture materials, outlines, and a chapter by Julian
Bond. This includes the following documents: Civil Rights Tour-origins, Montgomery Bus Boycott lecture and
outline, and a chapter titled: The Civil Rights Movement Grassroots Leadership- Living "in struggle."
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