A Guide to the Confederate Veterans
Photograph, ca. 1909

Confederate Veterans Photograph ca. 1909
ca. 1909

A Collection in theThomas Balch Library VC 0056
Thomas Balch Library
2006
Author: Lisa M. Dezarn

History

Processed by: Lisa M. Dezarn

Title Statement

A Guide to the Confederate Veterans Photograph, ca. 1909
Subtitle: Confederate Veterans Photograph

Collection: VC 0056

Author: Lisa M. Dezarn

Publication Statement

Date: © 2006 By Thomas Balch Library. All rights reserved.
Publisher: Thomas Balch Library
Conditions of Use

Profile Description

Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MS Word, created by Lisa M. Dezarn, 17 January 2013
Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description

2014-01-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary

Collection number
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Abstract

This collection consists of one black and white photograph measuring 27 x 34 cm. The photograph is in good
condition. The estimate of 1909 is based on the style of clothing, lifespan of the photographer, age of the
subject, and date of the event.
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The Descendents [sic] of Griffith Thomas of Virginia

Other Finding Aid

Past Perfect Catalog Record

Technical Requirements

None



Historical Information

The photograph in this collection was taken by the well-known photographer Rufus W. Holsinger of
Charlottesville, distinguished for his visual artistry. The building, constructed in 1906, is located on 201 East
Market Street in Charlottesville, Virginia. It previously served as the United States Post Office and Courthouse
and now currently houses the Jefferson Madison Regional Library. The photograph was most likely taken in
conjunction with an event in 1909 to dedicate a statue memorializing the Confederate common soldier in
front of the Albemarle County Courthouse. The occasion was marked by a large public ceremony.

William Phineas Thomas (1845-1915) of Loudoun County, Virginia, appears on the bottom row standing in
the third position from the right. He is the only identified person in the photograph. Thomas was one of eight
children born to Griffith Enoch Thomas (1814-1899) and Rebecca Burns Wright Thomas (1821-1911).
Between 1863 and 1865, Thomas served in the Confederate States of America, specifically the 43rd Battalion
Virginia Cavalry, Company D, known as "Mosby's Rangers." Thomas was later captured as a prisoner of war
and was paroled in 1865 in Winchester, Virginia. He is buried at Mount Zion Baptist Church Cemetery in
Aldie, Virginia.

Scope and Content

This collection consists of one black and white photograph measuring 27 x 34 cm. The photograph is in good
condition. The estimate of 1909 is based on the style of clothing, lifespan of the photographer, age of the
subject, and date of the event.
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