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Location of Originals

This collection is a copy of the original register which was lent to the Waterford Foundation in April 2001 by
John Middleton.
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Biographical Information

The Religious Society of Friends of Waterford had an egalitarian view on life and believed African Americans
should not be excluded from getting an education. It was because of this egalitarian view that one member,
Reuben Schooley (ca. 1826-3 August 1900), agreed to sell a plot of land he owned "to the Colored people of
Waterford and its vicinity." This land was purchased in 1866 with the purpose of building a school for the
African Americans of Waterford and surrounding areas. Although the land was purchased in 1866, it was not
until 1868 that the land was officially deeded over to a board of five trustees that had been selected by the
"colored people of Waterford and its vicinity." These trustees were Jonathan Cannady (n.d.), Alfred Craven
(1831-n.d.), Matthew Harvey (1824-1895), Daniel Webster Minor (ca.1836-ca.1905), and Henson Young
(1843-1930).

The Second Street School was erected in 1867, two years after the end of the Civil War. The building was
built by the African Americans living in and around the town of Waterford. It is likely that Quaker residents of
the area helped with financial aspects of building and maintaining the school before the Freedmen's Bureau
became responsible for the school. When it was built, the Second Street School was one of eight schools for
African Americans located in Loudoun County and one of three schools for African Americans in the Jefferson
District. In around 1870, the Second Street School became part of Jefferson District's public-school system.

The Second Street School has a few alternate names. It is referred to as the "Waterford School," the
"Waterford Colored School," and "School A." The Second Street School was officially called "School A" by the
Jefferson District. It was called "School A" because the African American schools in the area were given
letters and the white schools were given numbers which made it easy to differentiate between them. When
the school was first opened the teachers were white which was not uncommon in African American schools
during the time period. In 1882 African Americans took over the teaching positions at the school. From that
time on, it is presumed that only African Americans taught at the school.

Starting in 1869 the Freedmen's Bureau started requiring schools to make monthly reports. There were
specific questions that were to be answered by the teachers. Some of these questions include: how many
students attended the school every month, what was the average attendance of students, what area of study
were the students proficient in, and what was the public opinion of the school. Class sizes at the school were
large because of the lack of African American schools in the area. There was a seasonal decrease in class
sizes. Male students could not attend because they needed to help with planting and harvesting crops.

The Second Street School closed its doors to students in 1957. The Waterford Foundation acquired the
school in 1977 because of its historical significance to the Waterford area. In 1984 the Waterford Foundation
began a living history program at the school. The program is intended for third and fourth graders to come
and learn about the history of the one room school house. Waterford Foundation volunteers portray the role
of a teacher at the school and recreate a school day as it would have been when the school was still open.

Scope and Content

This collection consists of photo copies of pages from a teacher's register from Colored School "A" located in



the Jefferson District of Virginia Public Schools. The register includes four pages of directions for daily and
term records and twenty three pages to record the attendance of the students. On these pages there are
spaces for the names of pupils, age, attendance, and studies worked on monthly. The register was organized
by month including four weeks of five days each. Two teachers used this register between 1904 and 1906.
William B. Minor (ca. 1867-n.d.) used the register from 1904-1905 and was the son of Daniel Webster Minor,
one of the five original trustees of the school. William B. Minor was also a student at the school before he
became a teacher there. Letitia Burrell (n.d.) was a teacher at the school possibly until 1920.
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