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Abstract
Scrapbook containing photographs and ephemera created by U.S. Navy Lieutenant Jerome N. Lawlor when he
was stationed at Argentia, Newfoundland during World War II, 1942 - 1943.
Creator
Lawlor, Jerome
Extent
0.25 Linear Feet 1 scrapbook
Physical Location
R 72, C 3, S 5
Repository
George Mason University. Libraries. Special Collections Research Center

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no access restrictions.
Conditions Governing Use
The copyright and related rights status of this collection have not been evaluated (See
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/CNE/1.0/)
Acqusition Information
Purchased from Caroliniana Rare Books by Lynn Eaton in June 2019.
Processing Information
Processing and finding aid completed by Amanda Menjivar in February 2023.
Preferred Citation
Jerome Lawlor World War II scrapbook, C0318, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University
Libraries.

Biographical and Historical Information
Jerome N. Lawlor was an American Naval Lieutenant from North Tarrytown, New York. A World War I veteran,
Commander Lawlor was a civil engineer, working in many military positions over his career, and was on
active duty from 1942 until his death in 1956. His first duty was as Public Works Officer and Resident Officer
in Charge of Construction at the Argentia, Newfoundland Naval Air Base. Before he passed away he was
Assistant Public Works Officer of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
The American Naval Air Base in Argentia, Newoundland was built from 1940 - 1942. According to the
Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Website, "Base construction... [proceeded] at great financial cost to
the United States government, which poured more than $53 million dollars into the undertaking. With its
naval base and air station on the north coast of Argentia Harbour and the army base to the south, the
massive installation cost more than any other American military base built overseas during World War II."
Thousands of Newfoundlanders helped build and eventually worked at the base. Though it provided
employment for the province, the building of the base caused great upheavel for the local Argentia and
Marquise residents, so much so that by 1942 the combined populations of the two small towns had
completely left the area and were forced to evict their land.

Scope and Content
Scrapbook compiled by Jerome N. Lawlor, an American Naval Lieutenant who worked as the Public Works
Officer and Resident Officer in Charge of Construction at the Argentia, Newfoundland Naval Air Base, created
from 1942 - 1943. The scrapbook includes black and white photographs, documents, newsclippings, and
ephemera of Lawlor's time at the base, including social gatherings and experiences in Newfoundland. The
scrapbook also features photographs of the burning down and subsequent reconstruction of a large building.

Related Materials
The Special Collections Research Center holds other scrapbook and World War II collections.
Naval History and Heritage Command holds the official records of the Naval Base Argentia, Newfoundland.

https://aspace.gmu.edu/search?utf8=%25E2%259C%2593&op%255B%255D=&q%255B%255D=scrapbook&limit=&field%255B%255D=&from_year%255B%255D=&to_year%255B%255D=&commit=Search
https://aspace.gmu.edu/search?utf8=%25E2%259C%2593&op%255B%255D=&q%255B%255D=World+War+II&limit=&field%255B%255D=&from_year%255B%255D=&to_year%255B%255D=&commit=Search
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/archives/Collections/operational-records/ops-a/argentia-naval-facility.html
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