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Free papers for Cordelia Jones, a free Black woman, from the Loudoun County Court.
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Historical Information

Before the emancipation of enslaved people in the 1860s, Loudoun County, Virginia (like many parts of the
United States, particularly states where slavery was legal) forced free Black residents to prove that they
were not enslaved with documents provided by the county court. As noted by Bronwen Souders of the
Loudoun County Heritage Commission, "Each individual was required to carry a 'freedom paper' as legal
proof of his or her status at any time they were away from home" ("Enslavement, Freedom, and the
Courthouse (1757-1861)," 19). Without these papers, white slavecatchers or government officials could have
abducted Cordelia Jones and enslaved her (see Robert Hill, "Explore the Newly Discovered Papers"). In 1830,
the year after the Loudoun County Court issued Cordelia Jones these free papers, there were 1079 free Black
residents in Loudoun County, 5% of the population (Souders, 15).

Scope and Content

Free papers for Cordelia Jones, a free Black woman, in Loudoun County, Virginia. The paper declares that she
is "free born" and the daughter of Mary Jones, register no. 548. The paper gives a detailed physical
description of Cordelia, including her height and scars. The papers are signed and sealed by Charles Binns,
the Clerk of the Court.

Related Materials

The Loudoun County Clerk of the Circuit Court maintains indexes of records naming free Black people before
1865, as well as indexes of records indexes of records associated with enslaved people before 1865.
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