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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID

Artifact.044

Unit Date

1882

Language

The material in this collection is in English.

Abstract

The collection includes a love token, reading "Birdie Thomas, Blacksburg, Va., 1882" on one side and "Nelson
Conrad VAMC 1882" on the other side.

Extent
0.2 Cubic Feet 1 box

Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech

Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.


http://spec.lib.vt.edu

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication.

Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need
assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition

The Nelson Conrad and Birdie Thomas Love Token was purchased by Special Collections and University
Archives in February 2015.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the Nelson Conrad and Birdie Thomas Love Token was
completed in July 2025.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], Nelson Conrad and Birdie Thomas Love Token, 1882, Artifact-061, Special Collections and
University Archives, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

Nelson Conrad is likely Thomas Nelson Conrad, Jr., who was born on August 26, 1868, to Thomas Nelson
Conrad, Sr. (1837-1900) and Emma S. Ball (1845-1906). His father was president of Virginia Agricultural and
Mechanical College from 1882 to 1886. Conrad, Jr., married Kathryn Hammett on February 27, 1908, and he
worked for the Washington, D. C., health department. He died on May 3, 1911, and is buried alongside his
wife in Westview Cemetery in Blacksburg.

Birdie Thomas was a resident of Blacksburg, Virginia. No other information could be found.
External sources:
U.S. Census Records, 1870-1910

Thomas Nelson Conrad. Find a Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/41489869/thomas_nelson-
conrad. Accessed July 21, 2025.

Thos N. Conrad. Ancestry.com in the Washington, District of Columbia, U.S., Marriage Certificates, 1870-
1920, database. https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/search/collections/62863/records/26320. Accessed July 21,
2025.

Scope and Content

The collection includes a love token, reading "Birdie Thomas, Blacksburg, Va., 1882" on one side and "Nelson
Conrad VAMC 1882" on the other side. The token is round and silver, with a hole in the top of it where a
chain would go through. Above Birdie Thomas's name is an image of a woman holding a flag pole and a
ribbon goes around the background of the woman with stars on it before turning to a blank ribbon that is the
background of the remaining coin.

Related Archival Materials

Virginia Tech Special Collections and University Archives also has the Thomas Nelson Conrad Book
Manuscript, Ms1989-095 and RG 2/3, Thomas N. Conrad, 1882-1886, in the University Archives.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the Nelson Conrad and Birdie Thomas Love Token by Special Collections and University

Archives, Virginia Tech, is licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-
domain/cc0/).
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