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Abstract

This collection contains an undated memoir written by Corporal H. J. Eaton (1839-1914) covering his service
as a Union soldier during and immediately after the American Civil War from 1864 to 1867. In the memaoir,
the second of two volumes, Eaton discusses several aspects of military life during the war, including marches
and the battles of Spotsylvania, North-Anna, Gaines Mills, Bethesda-Church, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg.
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University
Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
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Biographical Note

Herman J. Eaton was a Corporal in the Union Army during the American Civil War. He enlisted on August 14,
1862, at Hillsborough, New Hampshire, as a Private in Company E of the 11th Regiment of the New
Hampshire Volunteers. During the war, Eaton fought in a number of the most important battles, including
Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Jackson, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, North-Anna, Bethesda-Church, Cold Harbor,
and Petersburg. At one point, Eaton was promoted to Corporal during his service, but he was reduced to
Private on March 1, 1865. Eaton was wounded on June 16, 1864 during the Battle of Petersburg, and he
spent the remainder of the war in hospitals before being mustered out on May 25, 1865 at the end of the
war.

Eaton was born to James and Rebecca Eaton on July 20, 1839, in Goffstown, New Hampshire. He married
Cynthia M. Crombie on February 12, 1867, in Concord. Eatno was a farmer upon enlisting, but after the war,
he worked in a foundry (1870 census), as a "hardware merchant" (1880 census), and as a "pattern fitter"
(1900 census). The couple lived all over the U.S., including lllinois, Ohio, and Virginia. He died on December
20, 1914, in Burnham, Maine, and is buried in Riverview Cemetery in Waynesboro, Virginia.
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Scope and Content

This collection contains an undated memoir - the second of two volumes - written by Corporal H. J. Eaton
covering his service as a Union soldier during and immediately after the American Civil War from 1864 to
1867. Inside the front cover Eaton writes, "A sketch of Army life, or My days and nights on the battlefield,
Vol. 2, Giving a Sketch of Battles, Scenes on the March &c by Corp. H. J. Eaton of Co. E 11th Reg. N.H.V. 2nd



Brig. 2nd Div. Ninth Army Corps." In the memoir, Eaton discusses his personal experience, beginning in May
1864 after the Battle of Spotsylvania and continuing through the end of his service in the war. Towards the
end of the volume, he notes the battles that were included in the memoir: Spotsylvania, North-Anna, Gaines
Mills, Bethesda-Church, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg. Eaton also discusses other aspects of military life
including marches, interaction with officers, and interactions with local residents. Eaton also briefly discusses
General Ulysses S. Grant's headquarters. The last pages of the memoir are filled with poetry written by
Eaton, friends, and other soldiers.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the H. J. Eaton Memoir by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is licensed
under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).

General Note

The collection was purchased under the title "Harold J. Eaton Memoir". During processing, Eaton's name was
determined to be Herman J. Eaton, and he used H. J. Eaton on the document. Therefore, the collection was
retitled, "H. ). Eaton Memoir".
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