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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
RG.31.01.13
Unit Date
1893-1909
Language
English .
Abstract
This collection contains a minute book belonging to the Pittsylvania Club, which was founded in 1894 at
Virginia Agrivultural and Mechanical College. The minutes primarily include information about the election of
new members and the election of officers.
source
Watson, John Wilbur, Jr.
Extent
0.2 Cubic Feet 1 box
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
The Records of the Pittsylvania Club were acquired by Special Collections and University Archives prior to
2019.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the Records of the Pittsylvania Club was completed in
August 2022.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [item], [box], [folder],
Records of the Pittsylvania Club, 1893-1909, RG 31/1/13, Special Collections and University Archives,
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Administrative History
The Pittsylvania Club was founded in 1894 at Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, and appears in
The Bugle from 1895 to 1908. The club was a Sectional Club for people from Pittsylvania County, Virginia.
The club may have disbanded in 1909.
The club and its officers have become a source of controversy in the 20th and 21st centuries. One of its
"High Arch Fiends" was Claudius Lee, who later became a long-serving faculty member at the university.
Honoring Lee's service, a residence hall bearing his name was built in the late 1960s. In recent years,
however, Lee's campus reputation has been tarnished by information gleaned from the 1896 Bugle, of which
Lee served as editor. Within the annual's "organizations" section is a page devoted to the K. K. K., naming
Lee as the "father of terror." Lee is also listed as an "arch fiend" in the Pittsylvania Club, whose logo is of the
lynching a Black man hanging from a tree and whose motto is "Hang 'Em". No evidence of campus Klan
activity has been found, however, and an investigation has concluded that the pages are racist jokes
perpetrated by young men in a nineteenth-century military school dominated by white males. There seems
to be no direct evidence in the Records of the Pittsylvania Club relating to the yearbook. Several times in
recent years, these pages have sparked controversy and led to demands that Lee Hall be re-named. After a
petition received over 10,000 signatures in 2020, Lee Hall was renamed Hoge Hall in August of that year.

Scope and Content
This collection contains a minute book belonging to the Pittsylvania Club at Virginia Agricultural and
Mechanical College. The minutes primarily include information about the election of new members and the
election of officers. The minute book contains the minutes for the club from 1893 to 1909. No direct
discussion of the club's racist imagery in the 1896 yearbook was discovered in the collection during
processing.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the Records of the Pittsylvania Club by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, is licensed under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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