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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID
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1864

Language

The materials in the collection are in English.

Abstract

The collection contains a single note from E. H. Murrell, MD, of Lynchburg, Virginia, addressed to General
John C. Breckinridge, inquiring about the 150 bushels of corn from Montgomery County, Virginia, that he had
ordered and instead requesting 200 bushels be delivered.
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition

The E. H. Murrell Note to General John C. Breckinridge was purchased by Special Collections and University
Archives in 2010.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the E. H. Murrell Note to General John C. Breckinridge was
completed in November 2010.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], E.H. Murrell Note to General John C. Breckinridge, Ms2010-083, Special Collections, Special
Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

Major General John C. Breckinridge (1821-1875) began his political career as U. S. Representative from
Kentucky, and eventually served as the 14th Vice President of the United States under the Presidency of
James Buchanan. After his failed presidential bid in 1860, he was appointed US Senator from Kentucky. With
the outbreak of the American Civil War, Breckinridge was kicked out of the Senate and joined the
Confederate army. He was appointed General of the 1st Kentucky Brigade. In 1864 General Breckinridge
assumed command of Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley. He finally became the Confederate
States Secretary of War in 1865. After the war, Breckinridge fled the country, fearing a trial for treason. He
was granted amnesty in late 1868 and in 1869 returned to Kentucky, where he died in 1875.

Edward H. Murrell was born in Bedford County, Virginia, on July 31, 1925, to David Gamble and Lucy Alice
Tate Murrell. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in the early 1840s. By 1849,
he had established a practice in Lynchburg and married Almira Halsey. They had one daughter, Julia, in
1850.

Scope and Content

The collection contains a single note from E. H. Murrell, MD, of Lynchburg, Virginia, addressed to General
John C. Breckinridge on November 15, 1864 inquiring about the 150 bushels of corn from Montgomery
County, Virginia, that had not been delivered. Murrell asks permission to instead purchase 200 bushels that
"is entirely for my own consumption and in no wise intended for speculation." The back of the note reads
"Permit granted, Nov. 18, 1864."

Related Archival Materials

See also the Note to General John C. Breckinridge, Ms2009-062, and General John C. Breckinridge Note
(Distilling), Ms2010-082, both at Virginia Tech Special Collections and University Archives.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the E. H. Murrell Note to General John C. Breckinridge by Special Collections and University
Archives, Virginia Tech, is licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your- work/public-
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