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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID
Ms.2009.134

Unit Date

1860-1871

Language

The material in the collection is in English.
Abstract

The collection includes American Civil War-era letters (all photocopies, with one exception) of the Thurman
family of Chesterfield and Fluvanna counties, Virginia, including letters from Meredith Branch Thurman (14th
Virginia Infantry) and Robert H. Thurman (41st Virginia Infantry) to Jane Rosser Humphrey Thurman, their
wife and sister-in-law respectively.

Creator
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Extent

0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder

Repository

Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition
The Thurman Family Letters were donated to Special Collections in 2009.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the Thurman Family Letters commenced in October 2009
and was completed in November 2009.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], Thurman Family Letters, Ms2009-134, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

Meredith Branch "Merit" Thurman, the son of Hezekiah and Nancy Ann McGruder Thurman, was born in
Chesterfield County, Virginia on April 26, 1825. He worked as a coal miner before becoming a boatman on
the James River and Kanawha Canal. During the American Civil War on May 10, 1861, Thurman enlisted in
the Fluvanna Rifle Guard, which was mustered into Confederate service as Company C, 14th Virginia
Infantry. With the exception of a brief hospital stay, Thurman remained with his regiment until November
1862, when he took a one-month unauthorized leave to marry Jane Rosser Humphrey of Fluvanna County.
Thurman went AWOL again for a month in February-March 1863, then returned to his regiment, only to
desert in late July 1863, apparentely remaining at home until January 1864. After attempting to join a cavalry
unit in Bath County, Thurman returned to the 14th Virginia in March. He was killed at the Battle of Chester
Station, during the larger Bermuda Hundred Campaign, on May 10, 1864. On June 19, Jane Thurman had
Merit Thurman's daughter; Jane married James H. Beach in 1874.

Robert Hezekiah Sublett Thurman, brother of Merit Thurman, was born September 1, 1832. At the outbreak
of the Civil War, he joined Company D of the 41st Virginia Infantry and eventually rose to the rank of first
sergeant. Thurman was killed in the Battle of the Crater, July 30, 1864.

Scope and Content

This collection contains letters (all photocopies, with the exception of one original) from various members of
the Thurman family of Virginia's Chesterfield and Fluvanna counties during the American Civil War. The
collection consists largely of letters from Meredith Branch Thurman, of the 14th Virginia Infantry, to his wife,
Jane Rosser Humphrey Thurman. Writing from various camps in Virginia, Thurman focuses overwhelmingly
on personal matters. He writes continuously of his devotion to Jane. Thurman's concern for his wife greatly
outweighs his allegiance to the Confederacy, and he frequently expresses a great desire to leave the army
and return home. He writes of his disdain for those who prosper at home while others fight, and he
expresses doubt and ambivalence toward a Southern victory. Thurman initially makes only passing mention
of actual military movements and combat, though his later letters devote more space to army matters,
beginning with his description of skirmishing in the Suffolk area in April 1863.

Also contained in the collection are several letters to Jane Humphrey Thurman from her brothers-in-law,
Robert H. and Aurelius Thurman. These letters, like those of Merit Thurman, focus largely on personal
matters: expressions of religious faith and concern for the well-being of other family members being among
the foremost topics. The collection also contains a few letters from other individuals, including Nathaniel B.
Bacon, A. W. Trabue and Perrington H. Humphrey.
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Crewdson, Robert H., Love and War: A Southern Soldier's Struggle Between Love and Duty (Buena Vista, VA:
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Existence and Location of Copies

Transcriptions of the letters may be found in Robert H. Crewdson's Love and War: A Southern Soldier's
Struggle Between Love and Duty (E605 C749 2009 Civil War Spec).

Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the Thurman Family Letters by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).

Arrangement

The collection is arranged chronologically.
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