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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID

Ms.2008.013

Unit Date

1864

Language

The materials in the collection are in English.
Abstract

The collection consists of the diary of Charles O. Poland, a private in Company B, 142nd Ohio Infantry
(National Guard), written while serving for six weeks near the front during the early siege of Petersburg.

Creator
Poland, Charles O., b.1836

Extent
0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder

Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech

Administrative Information


http://spec.lib.vt.edu

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open to research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition
The Charles O. Poland Diary was purchased by Special Collections and University Archives in 2008.

Processing Information
The processing and description of the Charles O. Poland Diary commenced and was completed in April 2008.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], Charles O. Poland Diary, Ms2008-013, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

Charles O. Poland, a private in Company B, 142nd Ohio Infantry (National Guard) during the Civil War, was a
resident of Knox County, Ohio. Born around 1836, he was the husband of Angeline Disney (daughter of
William A. and Mary Jane Lampson Disney) and the father of several children. Census records indicate that
Poland was a farmer; documents within this collection indicate that Poland was also certified to teach in
Morrow and Knox counties prior to the war.

The 142nd Ohio National Guard was organized at Camp Chase, Ohio and mustered into service for 100 days
on May 12, 1864. On May 14, the regiment proceeded to Martinsburg, West Virginia, where it drilled until
May 19, when ordered to Fort Lyon, Virginia, from which it served guard duty in the Washington D. C. area.
On June 5, the regiment was ordered to the front and arrived on June 9 at White House Landing, Virginia,
where it was dispatched to guard a supply train through the Wilderness to Cold Harbor. From there, the
142nd proceeded to Point of Rocks, about five miles from Petersburg, Virginia. The regiment participated in
the early siege of Petersburg through August 19, when it was ordered back to Washington, D.C., thence to
Camp Chase, where it was mustered out on September 2, 1864.

Scope and Content

This collection contains the diary of Charles O. Poland, a private in Company B, 142nd Ohio Infantry (National
Guard) during the Civil War. The diary's entries commence on June 15, 1864, with Knox already in the rifle
pits before Petersburg. He writes of being detailed to destroy Confederate breastworks, erect fortifications,
and fell trees as battles raged nearby. Elsewhere he mentions having seen generals Grant and Burnside, the
gunboats on the James River, the discovery of a cache of buried silver and gold by a New York regiment while
hunting for fishing worms, and the trading of hardtack for tobacco between the lines. Throughout the diary,
Poland notes many days on picket, and the state of the fighting around Petersburg. On July 20, Poland
developed a fever, and the final four entries, concluding with July 31, are devoted to the condition of his
health.

Also within the diary are a few entries regarding pre- and post-war personal financial transactions; the diary
is accompanied by two 1855 documents certifying Poland as qualified to teach in Knox and Morrow counties.
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Existence and Location of Copies

This collection has been digitized and is available online.



Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the Charles O. Poland Diary by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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