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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.1991.035
Unit Date
[1877]
Language
The materials in the collection are in English.
Abstract
Printed postcard from Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (now Virginia Tech), addressed to G. L.
Sively of Bath County, Virginia, announcing the beginning of the second half of the 1876/1877 session, with
information on enrollment and expenses.
Creator
Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (1872-1896)
Extent
0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open to research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
The G. L. Sively Postcard was donated to Special Collections and University Archives in 1991.
Processing Information
The processing and description of the G. L. Sively Postcard commenced and was completed in October,
2022.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], G. L. Sively Postcard, Ms1991-035, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, Va.

Administrative History - Virginia Agricultural and
Mechanical College
Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College was founded as a land-grant military institute in Blacksburg,
Virginia, in 1872. The campus initially consisted of the repurposed facilities of the former Preston and Olin
Institute, a Methodist school for boys, and 250 adjoining acres of the Solitude Farm. Charles L. C. Minor
served as the college's first president, from 1872 to 1879. One hundred and thirty-two students enrolled in
the new college during the first year of classes. In 1896, the institution's name was changed to Virginia
Agricultural and Mechanical College and Polytechnic Institute; in 1944, to Virginia Polytechnic Institute; and
in 1970 to Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. It is known popularly today as Virginia Tech.

Biographical Note - George Lewis Sively
George Lewis Sively was born in Virginia on April 7, 1829. During the American Civil War, he served in the
Bath Cavalry, the 17th Battalion Virginia Cavalry, and the 11th Virginia Cavalry. The 1870 census lists a 41-
year-old farmer named George L. Sively as a farmer residing in Bath County, Virginia, with wife Mary, 34, and
four Sively children. He died in Bath County, Virginia on March 31, 1883, and was buried in Sively Cemetery,
Bath County.

Scope and Content
This collection consists of a single printed postcard from Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (now
Virginia Tech), announcing commencement of the second session of the 1876/1877 session. Issued under the
name of college president Charles L. C. Minor, the postcard includes information on enrollment, tuition, room
and board. The postcard is addressed to G. L. Lively, Mountain Grove, Bath County [Virginia].
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Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the G. L. Sively Postcard by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is



licensed under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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