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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.1989.009
Unit Date
1862
Language
The materials in the collection are in English.
Abstract
Letter from Cyril H. Tyler (1841-1913) of Kalamazoo, Michigan, a sergeant in Company I, 7th Michigan
Infantry during the American Civil War, written to his father following the Battle of Seven Pines and referring
to skirmishes with the enemy, Rebel sharpshooters, and crossing the Chickahominy River.
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open to research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
The Cyril H. Tyler Letter was purchased by Special Collections and University Archives in 1989.
Processing Information
The processing and description of Cyril H. Tyler Letter commenced and was completed in January 2022.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], Cyril H. Tyler Letter, Ms1989-009, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
Cyril H. Tyler, son of Rufus and Emma Farnum Tyler, was born in Yates County, New York on February 11,
1841. By 1860, according to the federal census, the Tylers were living and farming in Kalamazoo, Michigan,
with Cyril listed as the oldest of three Tyler children in the household. On August 14, 1861, Tyler enlisted as
a private in Company I, 7th Michigan Infantry. He was promoted to corporal on March 1, 1862 and to
sergeant on September 24, 1863 before being discharged on August 22, 1864. Following the war, Tyler
returned to Michigan, and the 1870 federal census lists him as a 29-year-old farmer living in Kalamazoo with
wife Mary, 30, and two young daughters. The 1900 census shows the Tylers living in Cedar Creek (Wexford
County), Michigan. Cyril H. Tyler died in Manton (Wexford County), Michigan on November 18, 1913, and was
buried in Manton's Fairview Cemetery.

Scope and Content
This collection contains a single letter from Cyril H. Tyler, a sergeant in Company I, 7th Michigan Infantry
during the American Civil War. Writing to his father from Fair Oaks, Virginia on Jun 9, 1862, following the
Battle of Seven Pines, Tyler discusses mentions being fired upon by Confederate sharpshooters while eating
breakfast, a recent skirmish between pickets, Casey's loss of 19 pieces of artillery to the Confederates,
crossing the Chickahominy River, and the overwhelming smell of the dead after battle. The letter is
accompanied by a stamped enveloped, addressed to Rufus Tyler in Kalamazoo, Michigan

Related Materials
Cyril Tyler Letters, Western Michigan University
Cyril H. Tyler Correspondence, Hanover College
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Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the Cyril H. Tyler Letter by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is licensed
under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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