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Abstract

Papers of William Horace Jeffress, 1934 graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Insstitute, particularly relating to his
role as class manager for the VPI Alumni Fund.
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open to research.

Conditions Governing Use and Reprduction

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition
The William Horace Jeffress Papers were donated to Special Collections and University Archives in 1988.

Processing Information

The processing and description of the William Horace Jeffress Papers commenced and was completed in
April, 2021.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], William Horace Jeffress Papers, Ms1988-043, Special Collections and University Archives,
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

William Horace "Jeff" Jeffress, son of Edward S. Jeffress, was born in Norfolk, Virginia, on September 10,
1913. He graduated from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute School of Engineering in 1934. In 1940, he
married Dorothy Grubbs (1919-2015) in Norfolk; the couple would have four sons. By 1940, Jeffress was
living in Tonawanda, New York, and was employed by DuPont. Jeffress served in World War Il and eventually
retired a lieutenant colonel. He worked as an engineering superintendent for DuPont, retiring after 39 years.
William Horace Jeffress died on July 28, 2006, and was buried in Norfolk.

The VPI Alumni Fund was established in 1937 by a committee chaired by William E. Wine (class of 1904). The
following year, dues in the VPl Alumni Association were eliminated, replaced by voluntary donations.
Overseen by the Alumni Fund Council, the fund's primary function, according to a 1939 booklet, was to
provide "a means for the united action of the alumni in expressing their devotion and loyalty to Alma Mater
..." and to provide "a more adequate Alumni Association and refinements at Virginia Tech for which state
appropriations are not available." In 1964, the University Development Council was established to coordinate
all university fundraising efforts. The Alumni Association continued to be supported through gifts to the
Alumni Annual Fund until 1991, when it merged with the university's annual fundraising program and its
operations became supported by the Virginia Tech Foundation.

Scope and Content

This collection contains the papers of William Horace Jeffress, a 1934 graduate of the Virginia Polytechnic
School of Engineering. The papers relate to Jeffress' role as a class manager for the VPI Alumni Fund. The
collection includes a booklet, "The Founders' Roll: V. P. I. Alumni Fund," a history of the fund, the names of
officers and founding donors, and a financial statement. Also included is Jeffress' class manager's hand book,
which includes fund newsletters, circular letters, lists of donors, blank letterhead sheets, and promotional
material for the 1940 fund. Also in the collection is a sign from the door of Jeffress' dormitory room, reading
"First Sergeant Jeff Battery O," from the 1932/1933 school year.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the William Horace Jeffress Papers by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech,
is licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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