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Author: Mary Ann Mason

Publication Statement

Date: © 2021 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
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Conditions of Use

Profile Description

Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Mary Ann Mason, 26 July
2021

Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description

2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary

Collection numbers

Barcode number 1044251, 1044249, 1044120
Language

English

Collector

Botetourt County (Va.) Circuit Court.

Physical Characteristics

1v.and .9 cu. ft.

Location

Library of Virginia


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html

Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Acquisition Information
This volume came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of court records from Botetourt County.

Preferred Citation

Botetourt County (Va.) Estray Records, 1783-1903. Local government records collection, Botetourt County
Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Administrative Information
Related Material

Botetourt County is one of Virginia's Lost Records Localities. Additional Botetourt County Court Records may
be found in the Virginia Lost Records Localities Collection at the Library of Virginia. Search the Lost Records
Localities Digital Collection found at the Library of Virginia web site.

Historical Information

Botetourt County was named probably for John Russell, fourth duke of Botetourt, who served as secretary of
state for the southern department from 1748 to 1751 and had general supervision of colonial affairs. It was
formed from Lunenburg County in 1753, and parts of Albemarle and Lunenburg Counties were added in
1755. The county court first met on 5 May 1754.

Created by an act of 1769 to take effect on February 13, 1770. Many of the loose records including pre-1830
chancery and pre-1854 judgments suffered tremendous water damage as a result of a courthouse fire on
December 15, 1970. Because of the near loss of records, the General Assembly passed the Virginia Public
Records Act in 1975 for the purpose of preserving local records. Volumes that record deeds, court orders,
and wills exist.

Estrays were stray livestock found wandering. An inquest was held to determine the value of the livestock in
order to reimburse the person who had found and cared for the animal. The report generally includes a
physical description of the animal as well as an assessed monetary value.

Scope and Content

Botetourt County (Va.) Estray Records, 1783-1903, contains loose and bound records giving public notice of
valuable, tame animals, either lost or found wandering and presumed escaped from their owners, allowing
the owners to reclaim the animals. Enteries generally indicate by whom the animal was taken up, before
what justice the person went and when, and the description and appraisement (value) of the animal.
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http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/lost
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