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Acquisition Information
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Preferred Citation
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Biographical Information

Marion Patton Echols was born 1 October 1925 in Oahu, Hawaii, to Marion Patton Echols, a military officer,
and Mary Patterson McArthur Echols. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1945 and began
working as an engineer for the York Corporation. Echols was inducted into the army in 1951 during the
Korean War. After the war, Echols served in the Reserves, eventually reaching the rank of lieutenant colonel.
Returning to the York Corporation he was transferred to work in Washington D.C. Echols attended law school
at George Washington University at night, receiving his degree in 1958. He began practicing law in Arlington
County, Virginia. Echols was elected to represent Arlington in the Virginia state senate in 1969, serving one
term. In 1973 he was the Republican candidate for attorney general. Echols married Susanne Stokes 10
November 1956 in Washington D.C., and they had four children. He married Beth McLaren in September
2005. Echols died in Fairfax County, Virginia, 26 July 2012, and was buried in the Echols family plot in the
University of Virginia Cemetery.

Scope and Content

Constituent correspondence, 1970-1972, sent to Virginia state senator M. Patton Echols (1925-2012) of
Arlington County, discussing legislation in the Virginia General Assembly during the 1970 and 1971 sessions,
including abortion, the new state constitution, education, prescription drugs, taxation, and other topics; as
well as individuals asking for assistance.
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