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Title Statement
A Guide to the New Kent County (Va.) School Board Records, 1872-1922; 1947
Subtitle: Examination Returns, 1891-1913
Collection: 1044999, 0007743314
Author: Catherine G. OBrion

Publication Statement
Date: ©2011 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description
Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Catherine OBrion, 2011 Jun
16.
Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description
2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary
Barcode numbers
1044999, 0007743314
Language
English
Creator
New Kent County (Va.) Circuit Court
Physical Characteristics
0.35 cu. ft. (2 boxes)
Location
Library of Virginia

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html


Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
These items came to the Library of Virginia as a gift from the long time Clerk of the Board of School Trustees
under the accession numbers 20720-20722.
Preferred Citation
New Kent County (Va.) School Board Records, 1872-1922; 1947. Local government records collection, New
Kent County Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Additional New Kent County records can be found on microfilm at The Library of Virginia. Consult "A Guide to
Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm."
New Kent County is one of Virginia's Lost Records Localities. Additional New Kent County Records may be
found in the Virginia Lost Records Localities Collection at the Library of Virginia. Search the Lost Records
Localities Digital Collection available at Virginia Memory.
For more information and a listing of lost records localities see Lost Records research note.

Historical Information
The first public school system for all children in Virginia was established with ratification of a new state
constitution in 1870. In 1875, the Superintendent of Public Instruction directed school district clerks to
complete a census of school-age children in their district, give a copy of the County Superintendent of
Schools, and file the original census with the official papers of the district board of trustees. Schools were
segregate until the mid-twentieth century.
New Kent County may have been named either for the English county of Kent or for Kent Island, in the upper
waters of the Chesapeake Bay. William Claiborne, a native of Kent who had been driven from Kent Island by
Lord Baltimore, was a prominent resident of the New Kent area about 1654 when the county was formed
from York County. Part of James City County was added in 1767. The county seat is New Kent.
Records were destroyed when John Posey set fire to the courthouse on 15 July 1787. Many records were lost
when the courthouse was partially destroyed by fire during Civil War hostilities in 1862. Additional records
were burned in Richmond on 3 April 1865, where they had been moved for safekeeping during the Civil War.

Scope and Content
New Kent County (Va.) School Board Records, 1872-1922; 1947, are comprised of a Cumberland District
school census, 1875; Clerk of the Board of District School Trustees, Cumberland District, annual reports,
1874-1879, 1881-1882; and a report and recommendations on the program and administration of the public
school system in New Kent County, schools, 1947. Also included are bonds, commissions, and oaths for the
Superintendent of Schools, 1872 and 1897; and condemnations of land for public schools, 1872-1922.
Clerk of the Board of District School Trustees annual reports, 1874-1879, 1881-1882, document total school
population, by race and gender, number of schools, and number of teachers, school funds received, and
school funds expended on teachers' wages and other expenses. Also included are letters notes, and
accounts pertaining to hiring and pay of teachers, 1874-1882.
The report and recommendations on the program and administration of the public school system in New Kent
County, 1947, was compiled by a research association at the University of Virginia Bureau of Public
Administration at the request of the New Kent County Board of Supervisors and School Board. It addresses
issues of declining population and accreditation for white and Negro high schools in the county.

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA191
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/lost
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn30_lostrecords.pdf


Condemnations of land for public schools, 1872-1922, contain commissioner's reports, correspondence,
plats, court orders, deeds, and petitions for sale.
Superintendent of Schools Bonds, Commissions, and Oaths, 1872 and 1897, document the hiring of
Superintendents of Schools in 1872 and 1897.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
New Kent County (Va.) Board of Supervisors.
New Kent County (Va.) Circuit Court.
New Kent County (Va.) School Board.
New Kent County (Va.) Schools.
University of Virginia Bureau of Public Administration.
Virginia Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Subjects:
Public schools -- accreditation -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Public schools -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Segregation in education -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Students -- Virginia -- New Kent County.

Geographical Names:
New Kent County (Va.) -- History.

Genre and Form Terms:
Annual reports -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Census records -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Condemnings -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Correspondence -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Local government records -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Petitions -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Plats -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
Reports -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
School records -- Virginia -- New Kent County.
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