
A Guide to the Giles County (Va.) School
Records, 1818-1911; 1920

Giles County (Va.) School Records, 1818-1911; 1920
1818-1911; 1920

A Collection in the Library of Virginia 1048529, 1093967-1093974, 1048520, 1048523, 1132369, 1132371,
1132388-1132392
Library of Virginia

2011
Author: Catherine G. OBrion

History
Processed by: LVA staff

Title Statement
A Guide to the Giles County (Va.) School Records, 1818-1911; 1920
Subtitle: Giles County (Va.) School Records, 1818-1911; 1920
Collection: Barcode numbers: 1048529, 1093967-1093974, 1048520, 1048523, 1132369, 1132371,
1132388-1132392
Author: Catherine G. OBrion

Publication Statement
Date: ©2011 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description
Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from being created directly into EAD, created by Catherine
G. OBrion, 06 January 2011
Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description
2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary
Barcode numbers
1048529, 1093967-1093974, 1048520, 1048523, 1132369, 1132371, 1132388-1132392
Language
English
Collector
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Physical Characteristics
6.00 cu. ft. (10 boxes and 9 v.)
Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
These items came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of court papers from Giles County.
The collection is located at the State Records Center. Contact Archives Research Services staff for access
information, directions, and hours.
Preferred Citation
Giles County (Va.) School Records, 1818-1911; 1920. Local government records collection, Giles County (Va.)
Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Additional Giles County School Records can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia. Consult "A Guide
to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm"

Historical Information
On February 21, 1818, the Virginia legislature passed a school bill which appropriated $45,000 annually from
the Literary Fund for the education of poor children. (The Literary Fund had been established in 1810 with
passage of a bill to appropriate "certain escheats, confiscated, and forfeited lands" for the "encouragement
of learning.") Under the provisions of the 1818 School Act, each county court was required to appoint five to
fifteen commissioners to establish and/or administer schools for children of the poor. A more comprehensive
public school system was established by the legislature in 1870. Prior to 1818, county courts were given the
option of whether to appoint a Board of School Commissioners.
The Virginia Constitution of 1870 mandated Virginia's first statewide public school system. The schools were
racially segregated by law until the mid-twentieth century.
Giles County was named for William Branch Giles, United States senator from Virginia in 1806 when the
county was created. It was formed from Montgomery, Monroe (now in West Virginia), and Tazewell Counties,
and parts of Wythe, Monroe, Mercer (now in West Virginia), Craig, and Tazewell Counties were added later.

Scope and Content
Giles County (Va.) School Records, 1818-1911; 1920, contain Board of School Commissioners records, 1818-
1843; Board of School Trustees records, 1869-1884 (bulk 1869-1871); Public School Teachers' Registers,
1886-1911, and School Board records (3 items), 1920.
Board of School Commissioners Records, 1818-1848, contain minutes, annual reports to the Virginia Literary
Fund, treasurer's accounts, 1818-1848, and school commissioner claims, 1839-1843. Minutes, annual
reports, and treasurer's accounts document the annual disbursement of money from the Virginia Literary
Fund, including money paid to individual schoolmasters, number of children taught, number of days taught,
price per day, per pupil; and money spent on books. Reports and minutes also record the number of schools
operating in the county, estimates of the number of children who qualified to attend them, the number
attending, names of schoolmasters and schoolmistresses teaching in the schools, salaries paid to teachers.
School commissioner claims document commissioners' enrollment of students. They contain the name of
student, names of parents, dates of entrance, number of days attended, price of tuition per day, amount
spent, branch of learning each child was taught, and school books used.
Board of School Trustees Records, 1869-1884 (bulk 1869-1871), contain administrative records of the Board.

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA097


They include statistical reports on private schools in Giles County, 1870-1871, correspondence on the
subject of textbooks, 1871, receipts for salaries paid to teachers, 1871-1877; a teacher contract, 1884, notes
summarizing difficulties encountered by the Board, such as opposition from taxpayers and apathy among
the poor; a list of school teacher examinations; and other administrative records of the Board. The statistical
reports were compiled for the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. They record name of teacher, grade
of school, number of students on rolls, average attendance, total number of teachers, average monthly
charge per pupil, estimated amount received from school by teacher per session, number of months school
is kept open during the year, and number of primary school houses in the districts.
Public School Teachers' Registers, 1886-1911. Registers contain daily attendance records and monthly and
annual statistical summaries of attendance information. The attendance records include name of teacher and
name, age, and attendance for each pupil, and subjects studies. The records also contain annual summaries
of statistics for each school and a list of text books used. Some registers include information about the school
buildings such as style of school house. The collection includes registers for various segregated schools,
designated "white" or "colored," in Pearisburg, Narrows, Bluff City, and Boyd Farm on Wolf Creek. Also
included are registers for Flat Woods School, Thomas Hale School, Pearisburg High School, and Narrows High
School.
School Board Records, 1920, are comprised of three pages documenting the allocation of the four-cent tax
warrant among four school districts in Giles County.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
Giles County (Va.) Circuit Court.
Giles County (Va.). Board of School Commissioners for Indigent Children.
Giles County (Va.). Board of School Trustees.
Giles County (Va.). School Board.
Virginia Literary Fund -- Appropriations and expenditures -- 19th century.

Subjects:
Government aid to education -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Poor children -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Public schools -- Virginia -- Giles County.
School reports -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Schools -- records and correspondence -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Segregation in education -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Teachers -- Virginia -- Giles County.

Geographical Names:
Giles County (Va.) -- History.

Genre and Form Terms:
Accounts -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Annual reports -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Attendance reports -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Bonds (negotiable instruments) -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Financial records -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Local government records -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Minutes -- Virginia -- Giles County.
School records -- Virginia -- Giles County.
Volumes (documents by form) -- Virginia -- Giles County.
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