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History

Processed by: Sarah Nerney

Title Statement

A Guide to the Botetourt County (Va.) Minutes of the Provisional Committee, 1861-1865
Subtitle: Botetourt County (Va.) Minutes of the Provisional Committee, 1861-1865
Collection: Barcode number 1202873/ Botetourt County (Va.) Reel 198

Author: Sarah Nerney

Publication Statement

Date: © 2009 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description

Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Sarah Nerney, 23 November
2009

Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description

2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary

Collection numbers

Barcode number 1202873/ Botetourt County (Va.) Reel 198
Language

English

Collector

Botetourt County (Va.) Circuit Court.

Physical Characteristics

1v.

Location

Library of Virginia


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html

Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Use Restrictions
Use microfilm copy, Botetourt County (Va.) Reel 198.

Acquisition Information
This item came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of court papers from Botetourt County.

Preferred Citation

Botetourt County (Va.) Minutes of the Provisional Committee, 1861-1865. Local government records
collection, Botetourt County Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Historical Information

Botetourt County was named for Norborne Berkeley, baron de Botetourt, the royal governor of Virginia from
1768 to 1770. It was formed from Augusta County in 1769, and part of Rockbridge County was added in
1785.

On 1970 December 15, a fire gutted the Botetourt County courthouse in Fincastle, Virginia. The court
records were not burned but were heavily water damaged. Many of the court papers are extremely fragile
today as a result of this water damage and some are not useable. Because of the near-loss of the Botetourt
County records, the Virginia General Assembly passed the Virginia Public Records Act in 1975. The act
mandated that deeds, wills, and other vital records be inventoried and microfilmed and copies of the film
stored permanently in the Library of Virginia in Richmond for safekeeping. Counties could also choose to
send court records to the Library of Virginia for storage and safekeeping as needed.

Throughout the Civil War, the principal responsibility for Virginia's indigent soldiers' families lay with the
locality. The Virginia State Convention in 1861 gave the responsibility entirely to counties and incorporated
towns and authorized whatever actions had already been taken. Acts of Assembly in 1862 and 1863
expanded the localities' powers to provide for their needy, and in 1863 some minimal state assistance was
added in. At first relief was provided as money, but as the monetary system collapsed, relief was distributed
in kind. Agents of the court maintained lists of eligible families, gathered goods for distribution and paid for
them, and impressed supplies if necessary. Virginia was unique amongst the southern states in that it
assigned the provisioning of needy families almost solely to the locality.

Scope and Content

Botetourt County (Va.) Minutes of the Provisional Committee, 1861-1865, record information about the
county's efforts to supply its voluntary military units as well as for indigent soldiers' families. Included is
information about committee members and officials, county bonds to raise money, tax monies collected,
accounts paid out (including to whom paid and the amount, but rarely the reason why paid), and occasional
specific information about soldiers, or a soldier's family, or a particular military unit, including the Botetourt
Dragoons.

Index Terms

Corporate Names:

Botetourt County (Va.). Circuit Court.
Confederate States of America. Army. Virginia Cavalry Regiment, 2nd. Company C.

Subjects:

Confederate States of America -- Economic conditions.
Poverty. -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.
Public welfare. -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.



Geographical Names:

Botetourt County (Va.) -- History -- 19th century.
Botetourt County (Va.) -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865.
Botetourt County (Va.) -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- EQuipment and supplies.

Genre and Form Terms:

Accounts -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.

Local government records -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.
Military records -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.

Minutes -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.

Tax and fiscal records -- Virginia -- Botetourt County.

Arrangement

Volume entries date from 1861-1865 but are not in any kind of order. There is no index.
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