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Title Statement
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Subtitle: Washington County (Va.) Recorded and Unrecorded Deeds, 1799-1882 (bulk 1863-1882)
Collection: 1172016-1172017
Author: Greg Crawford

Publication Statement
Date: © 2010 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description
Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Greg Crawford, 04 February
2010
Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description
2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary
Barcode numbers
1172016-1172017
Language
English
Collector
Washington County (Va.) Circuit Court.
Physical Characteristics
.65 cu. ft. (2 boxes)

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html


Location
State Records Center - Archives Annex, Library of Virginia
Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
These items came to the Library of Virginia in transfer of court papers from Washington County under the
accession number 44413.
Preferred Citation
Washington County (Va.) Recorded and Unrecorded Deeds, 1799-1882 (bulk 1863-1882). Local Government
Records Collection, Washington County Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Deed Books and Indices to Deeds for Washington County can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia.
Consult "A Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm."
Additional Washington County Land Records can be found on microfilm at The Library of Virginia web site.
Consult A Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm found on the Library of Virginia web site.
Additional Washington County Deeds can be found at the Washington County Courthouse.
Washington County is one of Virginia's Lost Records Localities. Additional Washington County Court Records
may be found in the Virginia Lost Records Localities Collection at the Library of Virginia. Search the Lost
Records Localities Database found at the Library of Virginia web site.

Historical Information
Washington County was named for George Washington who had been commander in chief of the Continental
army for little more than a year when the county was formed from Fincastle County in 1776. The county
court first met on 28 January 1777. A part of Montgomery County was added in 1777.
Minute books for the periods 1787-1819 and 1821-1837 and many loose papers were lost in a courthouse
fire set by Union soldier James Wyatt on 15 December 1864 during the Civil War. Wyatt, who was raised in
Washington County, sought revenge for what he claimed was a wrong done against him by a county court
judge before the war.
Created by an act of 1776. Court first met on January 18, 1777. Minute books for the periods 1787–1819 and
1821–1837 and many loose papers were lost on December 15, 1864, when the courthouse was burned
during Stoneman’s Raid. The fire was set by Union captain James B. Wyatt of the 13th Tennessee Cavalry.
Wyatt, who was raised in Washington County, sought revenge for what he claimed was a wrong done against
him by a county court judge before the war.

Scope and Content
Washington County (Va.) Recorded and Unrecorded Deeds, 1799-1882 (bulk 1863-1882), consist of deeds of
bargain and sale, deeds of gift, homestead mortgages, and deeds of trust both recorded and unrecorded.
Recorded deeds were proved and recorded in deed books. Unrecorded deeds were never proved and
recorded in deed books. A few of the deeds include plats.
Deeds of bargain and sale are the most commonly recorded deed in which one individual sells property,
usually land, but occasionally personal property, to another individual. Such deeds show the names of the
grantor and grantee, the residence of both parties, a description of what is being sold, the consideration (or
price), the location of the tract of land, the tract's boundaries, and any limitations on the property being sold.

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA285
http://www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/local_rec/index.htm
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/whatwehave/local/lost/


The deed was signed by the grantor, and possibly his wife or anyone else having a claim to the property, and
by at least two witnesses. Appended to the deed may be a memorandum of livery of seisin, stating that the
property has changed hands and that peaceful possession has taken place.
Deeds of gift are often found transferring property, either real or personal, from one individual to another
"for love and affection." The degree of kinship, if any, between the grantor and grantee is sometimes stated.
Additional loose records were filed with deeds and were recorded in the deed books. They include the
following: copies of chancery decrees, mechanic's liens, bankruptcies, and powers of attorney.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
Washington County (Va.) Circuit Court.

Subjects:
Land subdivision -- Virginia -- Washington County.

Geographical Names:
Washington County (Va.) -- History.

Genre and Form Terms:
Deeds -- Virginia -- Washington County.
Land records -- Virginia -- Washington County.
Local government records -- Virginia -- Washington County.
Plats (land) -- Virginia -- Washington County.
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