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Profile Description
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Revision Description
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Descriptive Summary
Barcode number
1105853
Language
English
Collector
Amherst County (Va.) Circuit Court.
Physical Characteristics
1 v.
Location
State Records Center - Archives Annex, Library of Virginia

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html


Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
This volume came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of court records from Amherst County.
Preferred Citation
Amherst County (Va.) Board of Supervisors Records, 1902-1905. Local government records collection,
Amherst County Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Additional Amherst County Records can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia. Consult "A Guide to
Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm" found on the Library of Virginia's web site.

Historical Information
Amherst County was formed from Albemarle County in 1761. Islands in the Fluvanna (now the James) River
were added in 1770. The county is named for Major General Jeffery Amherst, British commander in North
America during the later part of the French and Indian War and governor of Virginia from 1759-1768.
The Board of Supervisors is the basic governing body of the county. County laws--called ordinances--may
also be passed by this board. This form of government came into existence with the state constitution of
1869 when the counties were divided into a minimum of three townships each, with a popularly elected
supervisor from each township. When the township system was abolished in 1875, the counties were divided
into magisterial districts. The Board of Supervisors are the current elected representatives of these districts
and meet in regular monthly public sessions.
Until 1869 the county court controlled construction, alteration of, and maintenance of roads. The state
constitution of 1869 created overseers of the roads and road boards which fell under the jurisdiction of the
county's board of supervisors. By 1908 (according to an on line history of roads prepared by Virginia's
Department of Transportation), the need for better roads in Virginia had reached the point that the
legislature made its first appropriation for construction purposes under the new state program. Money
provided by the state was to be matched equally by the counties paying for road improvements. During this
period, state law directed the counties to levy a road tax of up to 40 cents for each $100 in value on real
estate and personal property, with the revenue to cover the counties' share of improvements and to buy
road equipment. In addition, the counties were authorized to issue bonds.

Scope and Content
Amherst County (Va.) Board of Supervisors Records contains a Road Tax Book, 1902-1905.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
Amherst County (Va.) Circuit Court.

Subjects:
Public records--Virginia--Amherst County.

Geographical Names:

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA011


Geographical Names:
Amherst County (Va.)--History--20th century.

Genre and Form Terms:
Local government records--Virginia--Amherst County.
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