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Record Group 4-2
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Materials in this collection are in English.
Physical Characteristics
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Repository
Falls Church History Room, Mary Riley Styles Public Library
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research use.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Files were donated June 7, 1979 as shown in the attached Deed of Gift.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
A box and envelope of Falls Church Garden Club Yearbooks (Series 9) can be found in FCHR compact
shelving at VaC 635.06 F. This grouping is in generally better condition and more complete than the
Yearbooks in Box 3 but is missing Yearbooks from 1984 and 2005. It is quite possible that Yearbooks were
not assembled those years.
There are two subject file folders on Falls Church Garden Club containing flyers and booklets for various
Annual Flower & Garden Shows, newspaper clippings, and other miscellaneous items generally all dated
from 1950-1999.

Biographical/Historical Note
The first meeting of Falls Church Garden Club was held in Madison School Auditorium on Friday, April 21,
1950 with 20 people in attendance. A planning committee was appointed, met within days, and presented a
“standard garden club constitution with a few alterations” to the May membership meeting. According to
Article II of the Constitution the objective of the Club is to “stimulate knowledge and interest in gardening
and horticulture and to promote horticultural improvements in the vicinity.” Records show that the Executive
Committee and Club each met monthly and presented a Fall Garden and Flower Show annually. From 44 club
members in 1950, the club membership rose to 161 in December 1951 and waxed and waned through the
years. In memory of past presidents, books on garden-related subjects were purchased and presented to
Mary Riley Styles Public Library. Annual dinners and picnics were always a part of the club’s activities. Tours
of member’s gardens and regional gardens occurred regularly.

Scope and Content
Most records are from 1950-1970 except The Seedling which is complete through 2006 and a few issues
each year from 2008 to 2011. The Yearbooks are through 2003 but many years are missing. There is an
additional and more complete set of Yearbooks on the shelf at VaC 635.06 F but note that there is no
Yearbook from 1984 nor 2005. The yearbooks contain lists of officers, membership contact information, a
calendar of club events and more. There are no photographs in the yearbook.
The most informative view of the Club can be found in the three scrapbooks that cover the organization from
1946, before the club was officially formed in 1950, until 1975. In the scrapbooks there are annual reports of
subcommittees, club flyers, photos, news clippings and more. While helpful in some regards, the many files
of meeting minutes are vague and dry and do not provide the intimate view of the organization that is found
in the scrapbooks. The Seedling, the Club’s monthly publication helps to provide information on club
activities and the personality of the Club through the years.

Index Terms
Subjects:
...

Arrangement
The order and division of the files are essentially the same as when the files were donated to Mary Riley
Styles Public Library. Files are in chronological order.

Contents List



Series I: Constitution and ByLaws
Box 1

Series 2: Membership
Box 1

Executives
Series-file 2-1 (box-folder)

Membership Lists, 1950-1954
Series-file 2-2 (box-folder)

Series 3: Executive Committee Meetings
Box 1

1951-1954
Series-file 3-1 (box-folder)

1955-1959
Series-file 3-2 (box-folder)

1960-1964
Series-file 3-3 (box-folder)

1965-1969
Series-file 3-4 (box-folder)

1970
Series-file 3-5 (box-folder)

Series 4: Membership Meetings
Box 1

1950-1954
Series-file 4-1 (box-folder)

1955-1959
Series-file 4-2 (box-folder)

1960-1964
Series-file 4-3 (box-folder)

1965-1969
Series-file 4-4 (box-folder)

1970
Series-file 5-5 (box-folder)

Series 5: Treasurer’s Book, 1950-1978
Box 1

Series 6: Committee Reports



Series 6: Committee Reports
Box 1

1951-1955
Series-file 6-1 (box-folder)

1956-1959
Series-file 6-2 (box-folder)

1962-1965; 1969-1970
Series-file 6-3 (box-folder)

1984-1989
Series-file 6-4 (box-folder)

Series 7: Correspondence, 1950-1967, 1975, 1983, 1989

Series 8: Publications - The Seedling
Box 2-3

Vol 1-2, 1952-1953
Series-file 8-1 (box-folder)

Vol 3-4, 1954-1955
Series-file 8-2 (box-folder)

Vol 5-6, 1956-1957
Series-file 8-3 (box-folder)

Vol 7-8, 1958-1959
Series-file 8-4 (box-folder)

Vol 9-10, 1960-1961
Series-file 8-5 (box-folder)

Vol 11-13, 1962-1963
Series-file 8-6 (box-folder)

Vol 14-15, 1964-1965
Series-file 8-7 (box-folder)

Vol 16-17, 1966-1967
Series-file 8-8 (box-folder)

Vol 18-19, 1967-1969
Series-file 8-9 (box-folder)

Vol 20-22, 1970-1972
Series-file 8-10 (box-folder)

Vol 23-25, 1973-1975
Series-file 8-11 (box-folder)

Vol 26-28, 1976-1978



Series-file 8-12 (box-folder)

Vol 29-31, 1979-1981
Series-file 8-13 (box-folder)

Vol 32-33, 1982-1983
Series-file 8-14 (box-folder)

Vol 34-35, 1984-1985
Series-file 8-15 (box-folder)

Vol 36-37, 1986-1987
Series-file 8-16 (box-folder)

Vol 38-39, 1988-1989
Series-file 8-17 (box-folder)

Vol 40, 1990
Series-file 8-18 (box-folder)

Vol 41-42, 1991-1992
Series-file 8-19 (box-folder)

Vol 43-45, 1993-1995
Series-file 8-20 (box-folder)

Vol 46-50, 1996-2000
Series-file 8-21 (box-folder)

Vol 51-53, 2001-2003
Series-file 8-22 (box-folder)

Vol 54-56, 2004-2006
Series-file 8-23 (box-folder)

Vol 58-61, 2008-2011 (incomplete)
Series-file 8-24 (box-folder)

Series 9: Yearbooks
Box 3

1954-1977
Series-file 9-1 (box-folder)

1978-2003
Series-file 9-2 (box-folder)

Series 10: Subjects
Box 3

Design
Series-file 10-1 (box-folder)

Donations – Falls Church Public Library



Series-file 10-2 (box-folder)

Education
Series-file 10-3 (box-folder)

Exhibitions – Flower and Garden Show
Series-file 10-4 (box-folder)

“Happy Gardener” Engraving
Series-file 10-5 (box-folder)

Series 11: Scrapbooks
Box 3-4

Scrapbook, 1946-1957 (includes by-laws and history)
Series-file 11-1 (box-folder)

Scrapbook, 1958-1969
Series-file 11-2 (box-folder)

Scrapbook, 1970-1975
Series-file 11-3 (box-folder)

Community Projects Contest, Mt. Daniel School, 1960
Series-file 11-4 (box-folder)

Series 12: Newspaper Clippings
Box 4

Series 13: Photographs (negatives)
Box 4

Series 14: Miscellaneous

Mary Riley Styles Public Library
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